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Synopsis

Most Americans, both black and white, believe that slavery was a system maintained by whites to
exploit blacks, but this authoritative study reveals the extent to which African Americans played a
significant role as slave masters. Examining South Carolina’s diverse population of
African-American slaveowners, the book demonstrates that free African Americans widely
embraced slavery as a viable economic system and that they--like their white
counterparts--exploited the labor of slaves on their farms and in their businesses. Drawing on the
federal census, wills, mortgage bills of sale, tax returns, and newspaper advertisements, the author
reveals the nature of African-American slaveholding, its complexity, and its rationales. He describes
how some African-American slave masters had earned their freedom but how many

others--primarily mulattoes born of free parents--were unfamiliar with slavery’s dehumanization.
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Customer Reviews

"artfully demonstrates the full extent" --Choice

Historian Larry Koger lives in Largo, Maryland.

A book everyone should read. Whites weren’t the only slave masters in America.

good Information about something a lot of people don’t want to talk about.



A good resource book. A lot statistics which maded for slow reading for me. Overall a great book. |

highly recommend it. Something that is not talked about in school or college!

The book has much information in it. | liked how the book expressed how many of the black

slaveowners felt, about their position during this time in United States history.

It's a great read. Very insightful

Learned so much from this.

Excellent book on slavery!

Great buy!!!
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